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Chattanooga tri-state meeting draws 225 attendees

Members of three wireless associa-
tions for the states of Alabama, Georgia
and Tennessee came together in a joint
meeting on June 14 and 15 at the
Chattanoogan Hotel in Chattanooga, TN.
The meeting included a social hour the
gvening of the 14th and educational ses-
sions and a luncheon that included a
panel discussion on the 15th.

The panelists, Terry Armant, senior
vice president, Global Tower Partners;
Doug Huff, senior vice president of fi-
nance and site operations, American
Tower; and Doug Wiest, president and
CEQ, National Grid Wireless, talked
about consolidation of smaller tower own-
ers into ever-larger tower owners and dis-
cussed the increasing demand for
wireless among consumers that would
continue to drive the need for fowers and
wireiess infrastructure.

In response to an audience question
whether it is better to bulid or to buy,
Armant, whose company wilt be acquired
by a consortium led by Macquarie Bank,
Sydney, Australia, cited GTP's growth
through acquisition. “Blackstone, our ven-
ture capital partner since 2003, has been
supportive of acquisitions. We bought a
targe number of tower from Dobson
Communications ... altcgether, 65 acqui-
sitions,” Armant said.

Wiest, who heads a company with
about 450 towers, said that although con-
solidation would continue, room remains
for smaller operators to continue to de-
velop towers and build their portfolios.
"Some believe scale is critical, but if you
have the right location, you don’t have to
be the biggest one on the block,” said the
National Grid Wireless executive.

Wiest said that the wireless initiatives
being put together by the state associa-
tions have a positive effect on the wire-
less infrastructure business.

Huff said that “any good deal is a good
deal,” adding that American Tower needed
to look at markets cutside the United
States. “We're in a position to do any deal
we feel is the right deal to do,” he said.

Asked how tower companies are
working with municipalities on zoning
matters, Huff said that unfortunately,
some municipalities are making use of
"bad consultants.” He said that the state
wireless association movement repre-
sents an important change to heip levet
out the playing field.

Speaking at one of the educational
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sessions, Ed Gazzola, president of
Morrison Hirshfield, an engineering firm,
said that the new Revision G fower stan-
dard was expected to become faw in
many states and local jurisdictions across
the country this summer. He said that
other jurisdictions may be slower to adopt
the standard, or may never adopt it.

“The new standard is very different
from the current standard. Results ffrom
applying the new standard] cannot be
predicted in advance, but must be
handled on a tower or site-specific ba-
sis. Towers that pass under the old stan-
dard may fail in the new standard, and
towers that failed under the old standard
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From left: Janet Gill, director of customer relations at Excell
Communications; Pat Tant, Excell’s senior V.P. of market-
ing and customer relations; and attorney Andy Rotenstreich,
Haskell Staughter Young & Rediker, Birmingham, AL, the
current president of the Alabama Wireless Association.

hackscatter

From left: Ross Kauffman, Andy Rotenstreich and David
Downie. Kauffman is president of Beacon 360 and is presi-
dent of the Tennessee Wireless Association. Downie is a busi-
ness development specialist with Morrison Hirshfield and is
president of the Georgia Wireless Association.
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may pass in the new standard. The
change in standards may result in con-
siderable confusion in the industry. It is
incumbent upon all who make up the wire-
less industry to educate themselves on
these changes and prepare thelr organi-
zations accordingly,” Gazzola said.
Henry Fisher of Environmental Engi-
neers told the audience at another ses-
sion that 10 aspects must be satisfied for
fo compiete a site study: an environmen-
tal inspection; a visual inspection; inter-
views; reviews of historical sources;
reviews of government records; a search
for environmental cleanup liens; consid-
eration of specialized knowledge; consid-
eration of the relationship of the purchase

price {0 the property’s fair market vatue if
it were not contaminated; consideration
of "commonly known” information; and
consideration of the degree of obvious-
ness of any contamination.

The joint meeting of the three state
wireless associations was the second
in what is intended to be a series of an-
nual events. This year's attendance was
estimated at 225.

Ross Kauffman, president of the
Tennesseee Wirelesss Association, said
that regulatory matters in the state have
been favorable this year. “We've had a
good year so far in Tennessee regarding
zoning, with nothing adverse in that re-
gard,” he said. Kauffman added that that
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he was thrilled to have added the edu-
cational sessions to this year's meeting.
"They were well received. We look for-
ward to doing it again next year.”

TWA golf tournament

The Tennessee Wireless Association
will hoid its third annuai Jon E. Hastings
Memoriat Golf Tournament on August 20
at the Old Natchez Country Club in
Franklin, TN. Proceeds from the tourna-
ment will benefit the Minnie Peart Can-
cer Foundation, a non-profit organization
based in Nashville that funds programs
for cancer patients and their families.
Sponsorship opportunities are available.
For more information, visit www.tn-
wireless.org or contact Sandra
Abernathy at sabernathy@bech.com.

CWA on ‘bill of rights’

The Carolinas Wireless Association
has asserted its support for North Caro-
lina Senate Bill 831 —Wireless Telecom-
municaticns Facitities. The bill would fimit
the autherity of municipalities and coun-
ties to regulate cell towers and other wire-
less facilities. CWA submitted a Letter to
the Editor to its iocal press.

PWA takes to links

The Pennslvania Wiretess Associa-
tion (www.pa-wireless.org} set Septem-
ber 19 and 20 for its second annuat golf
tournament and fund-raising event at
Hershey Lodge in Mershey, PA. The as-
sociation invites parficipants to overnight
at the lodge and attend a reception on
the 19th, with goifing on the 20th. Non-
goif options are available at the hotel spa
that also support the charity, Penn State
Chitdren’s Hospital,

www,agl-mag.com

ontents | Zoomin- Zoomout | Frontzépyer_?l' Searchlssue N age



